
Parish Office Hours: 
Mon., Wed., & Fri. 10am—2pm 
Office Phone:  952-467-3351 
Business Administrator: 
Virginia Hanson ...952-777-0110 
  busadmin@ascensionnya.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator: 
Virginia Hanson ...952-777-0110 
 busadmin@ascensionnya.org 

 
Tues 10am-2pm & Fri. 9am—2pm 
Office Phone:  952-466-2031 
Business Administrator: 
Virginia Hanson ........952-856-1051 
  busadmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator: 
Virginia Hanson ........952-856-1051 
 busadmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 

 Thirteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time – June 27 & 28, 2026 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

212 Church Street E.  
Cologne, MN. 55322 

PASTOR 
 

Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI 
 

OFFICE ………..952-856-1050 
frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org 

CHURCH OF  
THE ASCENSION 

323 Reform St. N. 
NYA, MN. 55368 

           Parish Mission Statement          We, the family of St. Bernard and Ascension, united through Baptism, redeemed by 
Christs’ death and resurrection, and strengthened by his Word and Eucharist, are called to follow him by nurturing a rich 
sacramental and spiritual life, supporting strong Catholic faith formation and fostering fellowship and community. 

Website: www.ascensionstbernardparishes.org 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

In today's Gospel (Matthew 10:37–42), Jesus reminds us that 
authentic discipleship requires generous hearts, faithful com-
mitment, and a willingness to place him at the center of our 
lives. He assures us that even the smallest act done for the 
sake of his mission will not go unnoticed by God. 
 

With gratitude to God and deep appreciation for each of 
you, I am pleased to announce the successful completion of the “Lord, Re-
new Your Church” Capital Campaign at Ascension and St. Bernard Parishes.   
 

After months of prayer, sacrifice, hard work, and dedication, Ascension received gifts totaling 
$399,920 which was 182% of the original campaign goal. St. Bernard received gifts totaling 
$402,972 which was 155% of original campaign goal. With these wonderful results, we officially conclude the campaign. If 
anyone is still considering making a contribution to this noble cause, please do not hesitate to contact me or the parish office. 
 

This accomplishment is far more than a financial achievement. It is a visible sign of our commitment to Christ and his 
Church. Through your generosity, you have demonstrated the spirit of discipleship that Jesus speaks about in the Gospel: a 
willingness to offer your gifts, resources, and support for the mission entrusted to us. 
 

Our parishes have long been blessed by faithful people who respond generously to the needs of the Church and the wider 
community. Your sacrifices and stewardship will help strengthen our parishes and ensure that future generations will continue 
to encounter Christ through our worship, ministries, and outreach. 
 

I extend my heartfelt thanks to our Campaign Chairpersons and Volunteers from both parishes: Vern & Nancy Elke, Joe & 
Kelli Starkey, Patsy Quinn, Andy & Julie Kleindl (St. Bernard). Rich & Sue Tellers, Colleen & Dave Donnay, Jack Lano, 
Steve Lemmer (Ascension). Their dedication, enthusiasm, and countless hours of service played a vital role in this success. 
 

I also wish to express my sincere appreciation to Virginia Hanson, our Business Administrator, for her continuous support, 
attention to detail, and commitment throughout the campaign. 
 

Special thanks are due to our Capital Campaign Directors Kaylen Broms and Kolbey Bormann, whose leadership, guidance, 
and expertise, coupled with a well-organized campaign plan, helped make this effort so fruitful. 
 

Finally, I thank all our parishioners and volunteers who contributed through prayer, encouragement, and financial support. 
Together, we have answered the Lord’s call and invested in the future of our parish communities. As Jesus reminds us, every 
act of generosity offered in his name bears lasting fruit. 
 

May God bless you abundantly for your faith, your sacrifice, and your commitment to his Church. 
 

With gratitude and prayers,   
 

Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI  
Pastor 
 

Rosary Intention: For all the members of our parish family. 

Mission  
Accomplished 

Fr.Abraham 



 

St. Bernard Stewardship of Treasure  
Totals as of  06/14/2026 

Weekly Operating Budget:                                            3,408.33 
Weekly Envelopes/Plate                                              3,388.00  
Weekly E-Giving          15.00                 
Collection Budget YTD:              185,683.33 
Actual Collection YTD:                                           187,869.00 
Total  Collected Over (Under) YTD                           2,185.67 
 

Capital Improvement Offering:           60.00           
Capital Improvement E-Giving                                                  0.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:                                      11,666.00  
 

Capital Campaign Total Raised:$402,972 –155% 
Goal of $260,000.00.  
  
Interested in signing up for E-Giving or 
want to make a one time donation? Scan 
here to donate to the Church of St. Ber-
nard. Thank you for your generosity! 

Church of Ascension     

Church of St. Bernard                                   

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES 

Ascension Weekly Collection Report  

    Totals as of  06/14/2026 
 

     Weekly Operating Budget:                            $     3,182.70 
     Weekly Envelopes/Plate:                               2,455.00 
     Weekly E-Giving:                                                      810.00 
     Collections Budget YTD:                              $   159,135.00 
     Actual Collection YTD:                                $   155,375.00    
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD:                 $    (3,760.00)    
    Capital Improvement Offering:                                235.00    
     Capital Improvement-E-Giving:                               50.00 
     Capital Improvement YTD:                            $  11,377.00 
 

Capital Campaign Total Raised:$399,920-182% 
Goal $220,000.00. 
 
 

Interested in signing up for E-Giving or 
want to make a one time donation? Scan 
here to donate to the Church of the Ascen-
sion. Thank you for your generosity! 

What is going on in our Parishes  
and in the Community  

Word of Life: - “O God our Creator… we ask you to bless us 
in our vigilance for the gift of religious liberty. Give us the 
strength of mind and heart to readily defend our freedoms 
when they are threatened; give us courage in making our voic-
es heard on behalf of the rights of your Church and the free-
dom of conscience of all people of faith.” USCCB, “Prayer for 
the Protection of Religious Liberty”  

We are looking for a Faith Formation Director: 
Ascension/St. Bernard are currently looking for 
someone to take over the Faith Formation Pro-
gram! If anyone is interested in learning more 
about the position please contact Virginia at 952-
467-3351 or email busadmin@ascensionnya.org.  

Homebound Ministry is looking for additional volun-
teers to take communion to our Ascension Community 
who are home bound. If you are interested in joining 
this special ministry please contact Sue Tellers or the 
Parish Office.   

Seminary Information Night    
Wednesday, Aug. 12, 5-8 p.m., Saint John Vianney 
College Seminary, St. Paul -Catholic junior and sen-
ior high school men and their parents are invited to 
learn more about Saint John Vianney College Semi-
nary. The event, sponsored by the Archdiocese of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis Office of Vocations, will begin 
with 5 p.m. Mass, followed by dinner, information-
al program and tour. Find more information 
at 10000vocations.org/seminary-information-night.  

Monday June. 29  No Mass:  

Tuesday June. 30 ASC. 
ASC. 
ASC. 

Adoration:                  3pm-6pm 
Confession:            5:45-6:05pm 
Mass:                              6:15pm 

Wednesday July.  01 ST. B. 
ST. B. 
ST. B 

Confession:                    7:30am 
Mass:                              8:00am 
Adoration:                  2pm-6pm 

Thursday July.  02 ST. B. Mass:                              8:00am 
Friday  July.  03 ASC.  Mass:                             8:00am 

Saturday July.  04 ST. B.  
ST. B. 

Confession:       4:30pm-4:50pm 
Mass:                              5:00pm 

Sunday  July.  05 ASC. 
ST. B.    

Mass:                              8:00am 
Mass:                            10:00am 

This Week’s Open Parish Office Days Are: 
Ascension– Monday and Wednesday  
St. Bernard– Tuesday and Thursday 

 

Both offices are closed on Friday July 3rd.  

This weekend we are taking up the Peter’s Pence Col-
lection to support the Universal Church and the work 
of the Holy See, including the charitable works of 
Pope Leo XIV. These works benefit our brothers and 
sisters on the margins of society, including victims of 
war, oppression, and disasters. Be a sign of hope with 
your generosity, For more information, visit 
www.obolodisanpietro.va/en.html.  

Preschool Pajama Party! Parents and preschoolers 
(ages 24 months to 4 years old) are invited to St. Jo-
seph STEM School for a Pajama Party on Wednes-
day, July 15th, from 9:30 to 11:00 AM. Wear your 
favorite PJs and join us for some fun in the school li-
brary! Located at 41 East First Street, Waconia.   

Glad Days: We will have the St. Bernard Booth from Fri-
day-Sunday, July 24,25, & 26. The Ice Cream Sundaes and 
Bake Sale/Garden Produce will be back! We have 3 ways 
to offer your support-donate our tastiest baked goods, work 
a two hour shift, or come and support our booth. \Our loca-
tion will be on the west side of the building (asphalt in from 
of the mural) that has the bathrooms. This event is spon-
sored by the St. Bernard Catholic United group. The booth 
benefits our faith formation program. Contact: Julie Kleindl 
952-807-3522 or julie.kleindl@gmail.com 



Mass Times Intentions 

Mass Ministry Schedule—July 4th, & 5th           

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as soon as they 

become engaged. They must meet with the priest twice 
before setting a marriage date. These two meetings 
need to be completed 6 months before the proposed 

date. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Ascension:  Tues. 5:45pm - 6:05pm  
St. Bernard:  Wed: 7:30am-7:50am 

Saturday: 4:30pm—4:50pm  
at parish hosting the Mass 

By appointment with Father- Call 952-856-1050 
 

Communion for Homebound 
Ascension - Sue Tellers…...612-247-6881 
St. Bernard - Barb Knorr…...952-484-9628 

 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

Monday  June   29    No Mass 
Tuesday June  30  6:15 pm ASC. Ethan McMullen † 
Wednesday July  01   8:00 am  ST. B.  Merlyn & Margaret Eiden †† & Living & 

Deceased members of the Eiden Family 
Thursday July  02  8:00 am ST. B. The Living & deceased members of the 

Donna Meuleners Family 
Friday July  03 8:00am   ASC.  Mass of Rreparation 
Saturday July  04   5:00 pm ST. B. Vernon Walter †  & All Parishioners 

Sunday July 05   8:00 am ASC. Chris Heille † 

Sunday July  05 10:00 am ST. B. Living & Deceased members of the Myron 
Dack Family 

Readings for the week of  June 28, 2026 
Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 
18-19/Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:37-42 Monday: 
Acts 12:1-11/ Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/2 Tm 4:6-
8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19 Tuesday: Am 3:1-8; 4:11-
12/Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8/Mt 8:23-27 Wednesday: 
Am 5:14-15, 21-24/Ps 50:7, 8-9, 10-11, 12-13, 
16bc-17/Mt 8:28-34 Thursday: Am 7:10-17/Ps 
19:8, 9, 10, 11/Mt 9:1-8 Friday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 
117:1bc, 2/Jn 20:24-29 Saturday: Am 9:11-15/
Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/Mt 9:14-17 
Next Sunday: Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-
11, 13-14/Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30 

Bulletin copy is due by  
Thursdays @ NOON  

for the bulletin   
two weekends out;  

St. Bernard copy must be emailed to:  
bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org and 

pquinn55322@hotmail.com 
Ascension copy must be emailed to:  

busadmin@ascensionnya.org. 
All inserts and weekend Mass an-

nouncements can be emailed or  
brought to the Parish office at St. Ber-

nard or Ascension. 
 These are due Thursday of  

the weekend needed. 

 Eucharistic Adoration  
 Ascension 

Every Tuesday  
3:00 pm until 6:00 pm  

   
 St. Bernard 

Every Wednesday   
2:00 until 6:00 pm 

Mass 
ministry 

 St. Bernard 
 Sat. 5:00 pm  

Ascension 
Sun. 8:00 am 

St. Bernard 
Sun.  10:00 am  

Sacristan Monica Kooiman Cheryl Coyle Doris Mielke 
Servers Chloe Storms & Volunteer Jessica Duenow & Nathan Duenow Kieran Allison & Daniel Worm 

Reader Rob Wickenhauser Brian Willems Brenda Jones 

EMHC Margaret Wickenhauser Steve Helget Sarah Foley 
Ushers Ralph Laumann & Volunteer Eugene Dvorak & Paul Lano Dick Arnst & Bob Symanitz 
Greeters Roger Storms Pat Johnson Andy Kleindl 

Homebound 
Ministers 

N/A Grp A:  Dave & Colleen Donnay 
Grp B:  Steve Coyle & Curt Wilson 

 

     June 28, 2026  
    13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
I still remember the first homily I ever preached as a new deacon. It was at the seminary, and the Gospel 
was this one: “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me.” (Matthew 
10:37-38) Standing before more than 200 classmates and professors, I stumbled awkwardly through my 
words and realized how strange — almost insane — this teaching sounded. If anyone else said it, we 

would call it narcissistic or cultish.  
 And that is the point. I felt the weight of those words in my own heart then, as I still do today. Am I willing to 
live as though Christ’s claim on my love is absolute? Are you?  
 Over the years, I’ve learned that the more I do, the more everything else makes sense. Family, friendships, voca-
tion, even my very self: all of it falls into place when my love for Jesus comes first.  
That is why he dares to speak this way. Our Lord is not a cult leader hungry for control. He is the Son of God, the source 
of life and love itself. To put him before everything else is not to lose, but to find…everything, and everyone, in him.  
This week, name one thing or one person you are tempted to place before the Lord. Then consciously offer it back to 
him in prayer.   — Father John Muir        ©LPi 
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