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“Go and Tell What You Hear and See.”
- LW Dear Brothers and Sisters,

. Today, the Church pauses in the middle of Advent to rejoice—Gaudete! The rose candle, the vest-
ments, and the readings remind us that even in a world of discouragement and negativity, we can
Ll TEE choose to open our hearts to signs of God’s presence. We rejoice not because everything is perfect,
but because the Lord is near.

Yet today’s Gospel surprises us: John the Baptist, the great prophet who courageously prepared the way for the
Lord, is struggling. Imprisoned and unsure, he sends his disciples to Jesus with a question: “Are you the one
who is to come, or should we look for another?”” John had expected a powerful Messiah to overthrow oppres-
sors and restore Israel’s glory- but Jesus comes quietly, healing, teaching, forgiving, and loving.

John’s doubt is understandable. His world is not changing the way he thought it would.

Like him, we sometimes feel God is slow, silent, or different from what we imagined. We pray, yet things don’t
happen as hoped. We try to do good, yet face setbacks. Yet notice what John does. He doesn’t turn away. He
doesn’t complain behind Jesus’ back. He sends his question to Jesus Himself. This is humility. This is faith in
the midst of confusion

Jesus doesn’t respond with a simple yes or no. Instead, he simply says: “Go and tell John what you hear and
see.” He points to his works: the blind see, the lame walk, the poor hear good news. God is at work even if it
doesn’t look like we expected. Jesus invites John—and us—to trust in the unfolding of God’s promises, visible
in small signs of grace, healing, mercy, and hope.

On Gaudete Sunday, we are called to rejoice - not in superficial happiness, but in the deep joy of knowing God
is near, even in our confusion and brokenness. Our mission, like John’s, is to “go and tell what you hear and
see.” As Christmas approaches, we prepare Christ’s coming by living as witnesses: offering light where there is
darkness, hope where there is despair, forgiveness where there is hurt, and love where there is loneliness.

Like John the Baptist, we may carry doubts or unmet expectations, but Jesus meets us in our questions. Today
we rejoice because Christ is near, healing, forgiving, and renewing us. May we carry that joy into our homes,
our relationships, and our world.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI

Pastor

Rosary Intention: ‘For Comfort and Hope to all the sick and suffering.’

Parish Mission Statement We, the family of St. Bernard and Ascension, united through Baptism, redeemed by
Christs’ death and resurrection, and strengthened by his Word and Eucharist, are called to follow him by nurturing a rich

sacramental and spiritual life, supporting strong Catholic faith formation and fostering fellowship and community.




-~ CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND
% ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

Monday Dec. 15 No Mass:

Tuesday Dec. 16 |ASC. | Adoration: 3pm-6pm
ASC. | Confession: 5:45-6:05pm
ASC. | Mass: 6:15pm

Wednesday | Dec. 17 | ST. B. | Confession: 7:30-7:50am
ST. B. | Mass: 8:00am
ST. B. | Adoration: 2:00pm-6:00pm

Thursday |Dec. 18 |ST. B. | Mass: 8:00am

Friday Dec. 19 |ASC. |Mass: 8:00am

Saturday | Dec. 20 |ST. B. | Adoration: 4:30pm
ST. B. | Confession:  4:30pm-4:50pm
ST. B. | Mass: 5:00pm
ST. B. | Linger Longer

Sunday Dec. 21 |ASC. |Mass: 8:00am
ST. B. | Adoration: 9:30am
ST. B. | Mass: 10:00am
ST. B. | Linger Longer

‘What is going on in our Parishes
and in the Community

Christmas Mass Schedule:

Ascension: Dec. 24th- 4:00pm
Dec. 25th - 8:00am

St. Bernard: Dec. 24th- 6:15pm
Dec. 25th - 10:00am
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God:

Ascension:  Dec. 31st - 4:00pm
St. Bernard: Jan. 1st - 9:00am

Christmas Flower Donation is now available online
through E-Giving. Remember to include your In
Memorial Of!

A schedule of Reconciliation Services in the
surrounding area can be found on the main
page of our joint website.

Faith Formation Update:

We are once again asking you to prayerfully consider
donating to our STBAFF sponsorship program. Over
the years we have raised over $57,000 to support our
Faith Formation program. These donations help to fill
the gap in the budget as well as help with the special
projects we do over the year that gives back to our
community, like the Blessing Bags that go to Sharing
& Caring Hands, and the Christmas Bags that are dis-
tributed at Peace Villa. Sponsorship forms can be
picked up in the back of Church as Ascension and in
the Narthex at St. Bernard. The youth of our Parishes
are the future of our Church and so please prayerfully
considering supporting our program and community.

Church of Ascension

Ascension Weekly Collection Report
Totals as of 11/30/2025

Weekly Operating Budget: $ 3,182.70
Weekly Envelopes/Plate: 1,199.00
Weekly E-Giving: 625.00
Collections Budget YTD: $70,019.40
Actual Collection YTD: $66,124.00
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD: $ (3,895.40)
Capital Improvement Offering: 50.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: 25.00
Capital Improvement YTD: $ 4,320.00

@‘ Interested in signing up for E-Giving or
aroder: want to make a one time donation? Scan
here to donate to the Church of the Ascen-

: sion. Thank you for your generosity!

Reminder that in the month of December we are
collecting baby items that go to mother’s in need of
support. Item’s can be placed by Mother Mary at
the front of Church. Thank you for your support!

Church of St. Bernard

St. Bernard Stewardship of Treasure

Budget for week 3,208.20

Contributions 11-26 through 11-30-2025 3,788.00

Total Actual Collection YTD 71,982.00
Total Actual Collection Over (Under) Budget 896.81
Forward in Faith

Envelope Income 209.00
Electronic Donations 0.00

Forward in Faith Total 209.00
Forward in Faith YTD 4,762.00

Your Prayers are requested for the repose of the souls
of recently deceased. Edward Brown, (Parishioner);
Amber Czech (great niece of Leonard, Roger & Rich-
ard Hoen and Patricia Quinn); and Benjamin Jenkins,
husband of Judy Jenkins. Pray also for peace and com-
fort for the families.

Word of Life—“O St. Bakhita, assist all those who
are trapped in a state of slavery; Intercede with God
on their behalf so that they will be released from their
chains of captivity. Those whom man enslaves, let
God set free.”

USCCB, “Prayer to St. Josephine Bakhita”

Pope Leo XIV Prayer for December

For Christians in areas of conflict
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or
conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds
of peace, reconciliation, and hope.




Mass Ministry Schedule—December 20th to 25th

, érd

1:1-17 Thursday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13,
18-19/Mt 1:18-25 Friday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps
71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25 Saturday: Is
7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38 Next
Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (7¢c, 10b)/
Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24

Ascension copy must be emailed to:
busadmin@ascensionnya.org.

All inserts and weekend Mass an-

nouncements can be emailed or brought |

to the Parish office at St. Bernard or

Ascension. These are due Thursday of |—— EUCHARISTIC

~ ADORATION —

the weekend needed.

Mass St. Bernard Ascension St. Bernard | Ascension Xmas | St. Bernard Ascension St. Bernard
Minis- Sat. Spm Sunday 8:00am | Sun. 10:00am Eve. Wed. Xmass Eve . Xmass Day Xmass Day
try 4:00pm 6:30pm 8:00am 10:00 am
Sacristan | Patricia Quinn | Cheryl Coyle Pam Kunkel Rita Fahey Monica Kooiman | Brian Willems | Patricia Quinn
Servers | Evelynn Mclnnis | Charlie Friendshuh & | Emma Panning | Brianna Duenow & | Lexy Allison & | Volunteers Daniel Worm &
& Elijah MclInnis | Josie Friendshuh & Isaac Schrupp | Jessica Duenow Luke Alison Kieran Allison
Reader | Joyce Schwartz | Brian Willems Julie Kleindl Cathleen Williams | Sarah Foley Colleen Donnay | Brenda Jones
EMHC | Margaret Steve Helget Victoria Amst | Steve Lemmer (H) | Carol Hoen (H) & | Steve Helget (H) | Volunteers
Wickenhauser Pat Johnson ( C) Volunteer Irene Yaeck ( C)
Ushers | Ralph Laumann | Steve Coyle & Dick Amst& | Paul Lano & Bob Symanitz& | Cave Donnay & | Dick Amst &
& Leo Willems | Tim George AndyKleindl | Rick Ulrich Tom Dahl Steve Schrupp | Ralph Laumann
Greeters | Roger Storms Grace Cook Casey Jones Janet Fahey Brian Vos Grace Cook Volunteer
Home- A: Dave & Ann Dett-
bound mann; B: Steve Coyle
Ministers & Steve Helget
Mass Times Intentions SACRAMENTS
Baptisms: By appointment.
Monday Dec. 15 8:00am No Mass Marriage Arrangements
The couple should contact the priest as soon as they
Tuesday |Dec. 16 6:15pm | ASC. | Arlis Kafka become engaged. They must meet with the priest twice
- - - before setting a marriage date. These two meetings need
Wednesday | Dec. 17 8:00am | ST. B. | Mildred Paul { & Elvira Winkler to be completed 6 months before the proposed date.
. . Sacrament of Reconciliation
Thursday |Dec. 18 8:00am |ST. B. | Bernard Quinn Aession: Ties. 52455 « G057m
Friday Dec. 19 8:00am | ASC. | Paul Simons St. Bernard: Wed: 7:30am-7:50am
Saturday: 4:30pm—4:50pm
Saturday | Dec. 20 5:00pm |ST.B | Vernon Walter T & All Parishioners at parish hosting the Mass
By appointment with Father- Call 952-856-1050
Sunday Dec. 21 8:00am | ASC. |Jeanne C. Kreger Communion for Homebound
- Ascension - Sue Tellers......612-247-6881
Sunday | Dec. 2110:00am | ST. B. | Marcy Wickenhauser { St. Bernard - Barb Knorr......952-484-9628
Readings for the week of Dec. 14 2025 Bulletin copy is due by Anoin?ing of the Sick .
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 Thursdays @ NOON Call the parish office at any time.
(see Is 35:4)/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 Monday: for the bulletin
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/ two weekends out; Eucharistic Adoration
Mt 21:23-27 Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-| St. Bernard copy must be emailed to: Ascension
3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23/Mt 21:28-32 Wednes-| bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org and —_—
day: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt Pquinn55322@hotmail.com Every Tuesday

3:00 pm until 6:00 pm

St. Bernard
Every Wednesday
2:00 until 6:00 pm

4

OF ADVENT
1

-

December 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent

When I was 11, | was riding my bike on a Friday night in Scottsdale, Arizona. I saw giant spotlights swirling in the sky.
Something amazing had to be happening. I pedaled after them with excitement. Sweaty and tired, I arrived, only to find a
{ used car lot. Bright lights, flapping banners, inflatable balloon men swaying wildly in the wind. I stood there, heart sink-
ing. All that spectacle, and all my effort ... for this?
As life proceeds, we learn what it is like to pursue promising but fruitless searches. This week we hear Jesus ask the

crowds regarding John the Baptist: “What did you go out to the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind?” (Matthew 11:7). He’s
not just describing the crowd’s mis-aimed pursuit. He’s naming our tendency to chase after what’s flashy but flimsy.

What are our swaying reeds? For me, it is endless video reels on my phone, worldly pleasures, entertainment in sports, and the
good opinion of others. Inflated distractions that bend whichever way the wind blows. But they can’t satisfy my soul. What are your flim-

sy reeds?

John the Baptist wasn’t a swaying reed. He was rooted, grounded, unafraid to speak the solid truth. The people went to see him
because, deep down, they were starving for something real.
This Advent, the Church asks us to reassess: What are we really looking for? Are we chasing the dazzling but hollow? Or are we
seeking what is solid and lasting — that which points to Christ?

— Father John Muir
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