
Parish Office Hours: 
Mon., Wed., & Fri. 10am—2pm 
Office Phone:  952-467-3351 
Business Administrator: 
Virginia Hanson ...952-777-0110 
  busadmin@ascensionnya.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator: 
Virginia Hanson ...952-777-0110 
 busadmin@ascensionnya.org 

 
Tues 10am-2pm & Fri. 9am—2pm 
Office Phone:  952-466-2031 
Business Administrator: 
Virginia Hanson ........952-856-1051 
  busadmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator: 
Virginia Hanson ........952-856-1051 
 busadmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 

 Eighteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time – August 01 & 02, 2026 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

212 Church Street E.  
Cologne, MN. 55322 

PASTOR 
 

Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI 
 

OFFICE ………..952-856-1050 
frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org 

CHURCH OF  
THE ASCENSION 

323 Reform St. N. 
NYA, MN. 55368 

           Parish Mission Statement          We, the family of St. Bernard and Ascension, united through Baptism, redeemed by 
Christs’ death and resurrection, and strengthened by his Word and Eucharist, are called to follow him by nurturing a rich 
sacramental and spiritual life, supporting strong Catholic faith formation and fostering fellowship and community. 

Website: www.ascensionstbernardparishes.org 

                                                              Offering What We Have   
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
 

In this Sunday's Gospel (Matthew 14:13–21), Jesus reveals his unconditional love and compassion for his 
people. He heals the sick, teaches the people, and, as evening approaches, tells his disciples, “Give them some 
food yourselves.” The disciples reply, “Five loaves and two fish are all we have here.” They see only what is 
lacking. Jesus sees what can be offered. Jesus says, “Bring them here to me. He takes the loaves and fish, 

looks up to heaven, blesses them, breaks them, and gives them to the disciples to distribute. Five thousand people are fed, 
and twelve baskets of leftovers are gathered. In his hands, what seems small becomes more than enough. 
 

This Gospel reminds us that God often works through the ordinary gifts we place before him. We may feel that our time, 
talents, resources, or energy are limited. We may wonder whether our efforts can truly make a difference. Yet Jesus invites 
us to offer what we have, trusting that he will bless it and use it for the good of others. 
 

Our parish community is built on this same spirit of generous service. Every act of kindness, every prayer, every ministry, 
and every generous gift becomes part of God's work of nourishing his people. When we place our gifts in the hands of 
Christ, he multiplies them in ways we could never accomplish on our own. 
 

The miracle of the loaves and fish also points us to the Holy Eucharist. The bread that satisfied the hungry crowd prepared 
the way for the true Bread from Heaven, Jesus himself, who continues to nourish us in the Eucharist. As we gather around 
the Lord’s table each Sunday, we are reminded that Christ still feeds his people with the Bread of Life. Strengthened by his 
presence, we are sent forth to be his hands and heart in the world, sharing his compassion with those who are hungry or in 
need. 
 

One detail in this Gospel is especially meaningful: Jesus does not distribute the bread directly to the crowd. He gives it to his 
disciples, who in turn feed the people. He still works that way today. God entrusts each of us with gifts and talents—not to 
keep for ourselves, but to place at his service for the good of others. Through our generosity and willingness to serve, Christ 
continues to feed, heal, and strengthen his people.  Let us continue to place our lives and whatever we have in his hands, 
confident that his grace is always more than sufficient. 
 

 
 
Yours in Christ,  Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI, Pastor 
 

Rosary Intention: For all the sick, suffering, dying, home bound and their caregivers. 

New Faith Formation Director: I am pleased to share that Carla LaBore has accepted the position of Director of 
Faith Formation. Carla holds a Master's degree in Religious Education and brings valuable experience leading faith 
formation programs at her previous parish. She also holds a Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree, reflecting her broad academic 
and professional background. She will officially begin her ministry with us on August 1, 2026. Carla, thank you for 
accepting this important role in serving our parish community. We are delighted to welcome you and look forward to 
the gifts, leadership, and dedication you will bring to this ministry. Please join us in warmly welcoming Carla and 
keeping her in your prayers as she begins this new role. 

Fr.Abraham 



 

St. Bernard Stewardship of Treasure  
Totals as of  07/19/2026 

Weekly Operating Budget:                                            3,500.00 
Weekly Envelopes/Plate                                              2,702.75  
Weekly E-Giving        545.00                 
Collection Budget YTD:                 10,500.00 
Actual Collection YTD:                                              10,294.75 
Total  Collected Over (Under) YTD                            (205.25) 

Capital Improvement Offering:         660.00           
Capital Improvement E-Giving                                              154.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:                                        1,317.00  

   

Interested in signing up for E-Giving or 
want to make a one time donation? Scan 
here to donate to the Church of St. Ber-
nard. Thank you for your generosity! 

Church of Ascension     

Church of St. Bernard                                   

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BERARDS’ PARISHES 

Ascension Weekly Collection Report  

    Totals as of  07/19/2026 
 

     Weekly Operating Budget:                            $     3,211.54 
     Weekly Envelopes/Plate:                               1,495.00 
     Weekly E-Giving:                                                      970.00 
     Collections Budget YTD:                              $       9,634.62 
     Actual Collection YTD:                                $       6,905.00    
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD:                 $    (2,726.62)    
    Capital Improvement Offering:                                370.00    
     Capital Improvement-E-Giving:                              210.00 
     Capital Improvement YTD:                            $     1,036.00 

 
 
 

Interested in signing up for E-Giving or 
want to make a one time donation? Scan 
here to donate to the Church of the Ascen-
sion. Thank you for your generosity! 

What is going on in our Parishes  
and in the Community  

Faith Formation Update:  

Word of Life-“We thank you, heroic mothers, for 
your invincible love! We thank you for your intrepid 
trust in God and in his love. We thank you for the sac-
rifice of your life” (EV 86). 
 

Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium vitae © 1995, 
Libreria Editrice Vaticana.  
Used with permission. All rights reserved.  

WINE in the Vineyard – Sunday, Aug. 30, 4-8 p.m., 
Sovereign Estate Winery, Waconia  

Join WINE for the 5th Annual WINE in the Vine-
yard—an enchanting evening of elegance, faith, music, 
and joy for men and women at beautiful Sovereign Es-
tate Winery in Waconia. The evening begins with 
Mass in the vineyard at 4 p.m., celebrated by Arch-
bishop Hebda, followed by fabulous food expertly 
paired with Sovereign Estate wines. Enjoy an inspiring 
concert by acclaimed Catholic singer-songwriter Marie 
Miller. Find more information and registration at 
catholicvineyard.com/event/wine-in-the-vineyard-aug-
30-2026.  

Bishop Kevin Kenney, has been diagnosed with 
lung cancer. Remember in your daily prayers, Rosary 
or If possible offer a holy hour for him before the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

Monday Aug.  03  No Mass:  

Tuesday Aug.  04 ASC. 
ASC. 
ASC. 

Adoration:                  3pm-6pm 
Confession:            5:45-6:05pm 
Mass:                              6:15pm 

Wednesday Aug.  05 ST. B. 
ST. B. 
ST. B 

Confession:                    7:30am 
Mass:                              8:00am 
Adoration:                  2pm-6pm 

Thursday Aug.  06 ST. B. Mass:                              8:00am 
Friday  Aug.  07 ASC.  Mass:                             8:00am 

Saturday Aug.  08 ASC.  
ASC.  

Confession:       4:30pm-4:50pm 
Mass:                              5:00pm 

Sunday  Aug.  09 ASC. 
ST. B.      

Mass:                              8:00am 
Mass:                            10:00am 

The Holy Day of Obligation for the Feast of the As-
sumption of Mary has been lifted and there is no 
Obligation of Mass on Saturday August 15th. We 
will have our normal weekend schedule for Mass.  
Our Joint Parish Picnic will be hosted by St. Ber-
nard on September 19th after the 5:00pm Mass. As 
always we are looking for volunteers. If you are 
able to assist, please reach out to Doris Mielke. 

We are pleased to announce that Carla LaBore has 
accepted the position of Faith Formation Director! 
Carla has a Doctorate in Law, as well as a Masters 
in Religious Education. Carla worked as a Social 
Worker for 6 years as well as practiced law for 30 
years. Carla most recently served for 13 years as 
Religious Education and Pastoral Ministry director 
at Our Lady of the Lake in Mound. Please join us 
in extending a warm welcome to her!  

 

Registration for the 2026-2027 Faith Formation 
season is now open! Register before September 1st 
and save $25! Mark your calendars for our opening 
Mass on Wednesday, September 9th at St. Bernard.  

Ascension will be hosting the Stiftungsfest Sunday 
Service this year on August 30th at 9am in the Big 
Musik Tent. Please note that there will be no 8am 
Mass at Ascension. Mass will still be held at 10am 
at St. Bernard and Saturday evening at Ascension.  

Welcome to the Catholic Church 
Lily Sergeevan, Dorothy Mae and 
Athena Grace Brumback, who 
were baptized at St. Bernard’s Sun-
day, July 19th. Congratulations to 
the Brumback Family ! !  



Mass Times Intentions 

Mass Ministry Schedule—August 8th, & 9th            

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as soon as they 

become engaged. They must meet with the priest twice 
before setting a marriage date. These two meetings 
need to be completed 6 months before the proposed 

date. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Ascension:  Tues. 5:45pm - 6:05pm  
St. Bernard:  Wed: 7:30am-7:50am 

Saturday: 4:30pm—4:50pm  
at parish hosting the Mass 

By appointment with Father- Call 952-856-1050 
 

Communion for Homebound 
Ascension - Sue Tellers…...612-247-6881 
St. Bernard - Barb Knorr…...952-484-9628 

 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

Monday  Aug.    3  No Mass 
Tuesday Aug.    4  6:15 pm ASC. Rita & Leo Gestach †† 
Wednesday Aug.    5  8:00 am  ST. B.  Elvira Winkler  † & Mildred Paul †  
Thursday Aug.    6  8:00 am ST. B. The Living & Deceased members of the 

Donna Meuleners Family 
Friday Aug.  7 8:00am   ASC. Mass of Reparation 
Saturday Aug.    8  5:00 pm ASC. Dolores Bohlinger †  
Sunday Aug.    9  8:00 am ASC. Leo Braunwarth † 
Sunday Aug,.  9 10:00 am ST. B. Mildred Paul † & All Parishioners  
Readings for the week of  Aug. 2, 2026 
Sunday: Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-
18/Rom 8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21 Monday: 
Jer 28:1-17/Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102/
Mt 14:22-36 Tuesday: Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 
18-22/Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29, 22-23/Mt 
14:22-36 Wednesday: Jer 31:1-7/Jer 31:10, 
11-12ab, 13/Mt 15:21-28 Thursday: Dn 
7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9/2 Pt 1:16-
19/Mt 17:1-9 Friday: Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7/
Dt 32:35cd-36ab, 39abcd, 41/Mt 16:24-28 
Saturday: Hb 1:12-2:4/Ps 9:8-9, 10-11, 12-
13/Mt 17:14-20 Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 
11-13a/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14/
Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33 

Bulletin copy is due by  
Thursdays @ NOON  

for the bulletin   
two weekends out;  

St. Bernard copy must be emailed 
to:  

bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
and pquinn55322@hotmail.com 

Ascension copy must be emailed to:  
busadmin@ascensionnya.org. 

All inserts and weekend Mass 
announcements can be emailed or  
brought to the Parish office at St. 

Bernard or Ascension. 
 These are due Thursday of  

the weekend needed. 

 Eucharistic Adoration  
 Ascension 

Every Tuesday  
3:00 pm until 6:00 pm  

   
 St. Bernard 

Every Wednesday   
2:00 until 6:00 pm 

Mass 
ministry 

 Ascension  
 Sat. 5:00 pm  

Ascension 
Sun. 8:00 am 

St. Bernard 
Sun.  10:00 am  

Sacristan Sherry Witte Volunteer Patricia Quinn 
Servers Johan Gesinger & Volunteer Callie Buckentin & Greta Buckentin Isaac Schrupp & Buckley Jones 
Reader Brian Willems Jean Schmitz Helen Nicklaus  
EMHC Pat Johnson (H); Cathleen Williams ( C); 

Volunteer ( C) 
Colleen Donnay (H); Kathy Kloempken ( C); 
Sue Tellers ( C) 

Andy Kleindl 

Ushers Steve Schrupp & Tom Lano Richard Tellers & Justin Buckentin   Dick Arnst & Bob Symanitz  
Greeters Jeremy & Julie Gesinger Janet Fahey Judy Glander 
Homebound 
Ministers 

N/A Grp A:  Dave & Colleen Donnay 
Grp B:  Dave & Ann Dettmann 

 

August 2, 2026  
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  
In his song, “Lose Yourself,” the artist Eminem raps, “the mood all changed.” 
We all know that moment when the mood changes, when life turns from lighthearted to deadly serious. That happens in 
today’s Gospel. Jesus has just heard that John the Baptist, his cousin, forerunner, and friend, has been murdered. As Mat-
thew tells us, “When Jesus heard of it, he withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself.” Until now, he had been 
teaching in parables and healing quietly. But John’s death signals a new phase. The shadow of the Cross begins to fall. 
Evil shows its teeth. 
 And how does Jesus respond? Not with rage or despair. He goes to a lonely place to go into deep communion with 
his Father. From that silence comes action. He feeds the multitude. Out of grief comes generosity. Out of sorrow, life. 
This is the rhythm of every disciple’s life. When tragedy or violence breaks our hearts, we face a choice. We can react, or 
we can retreat into prayer — like and with Christ. This is the hidden place where pain becomes compassion and compas-
sion becomes self-gift. 
 Lord Jesus, when life intensifies, draw me into Your quiet strength. In that hidden place with You and the Father, 
turn my heartbreak into the bread of love for the world. Amen.   — Father John Muir   ©LPi 
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