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Flfte‘enth Sunday In Ordinary Time — July 11 & 12, 2026
Becoming Good Soil for God’s Word

b ,ﬁ | Dear Sisters and Brothers,
i

¥4 “.‘ This Sunday's readings invite us to reflect on one of God’s greatest gifts to humanity: His Word. Through the
| | ) prophet Isaiah (55:10-11), God declares that His Word is like rain and snow that come down from heaven.

Just as rain waters the earth, “making it fertile and fruitful,” so God's Word nourishes our souls and fulfills

LR L1788 His divine purpose. The Lord says: “So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; my word shall not

return to me empty, but shall do my will, achieving the purpose for which I sent it..” This is a message of

hope. Even when we do not immediately see results, God is still at work. His Word always carries the power to transform
lives. His Word is never empty or ineffective.

In the Gospel (Mt 13:1-23), Jesus explains through the ‘Parable of the Sower’ why the same powerful Word produces differ-
ent results in different people. The sower is Jesus, the seed is God’s Word, and the four kinds of soil represent the different
ways people receive that Word. The seed is always good, and the sower scatters it generously. The difference lies not in the
seed, but in the condition of the soil.

The path represents hearts hardened by pride, sin, bitterness, or indifference. God’s Word is heard but never truly welcomed.
The rocky ground symbolizes those who receive God’s Word with enthusiasm but fail to develop deep roots. When trials,
criticism, or suffering come, their faith quickly withers.

The thorny ground represents those whose faith is gradually choked by worldly worries, the pursuit of wealth, and the dis-
tractions of daily life. God’s Word is present but struggles to bear fruit because other priorities take its place. Finally, the
rich soil represents those who hear God’s Word, treasure it, and put it into practice. Their hearts are open and receptive.
They remain attentive to the Holy Spirit, and their lives bear abundant fruit of love, forgiveness, compassion, generosity,
justice, holiness, and faithful service.

The encouraging truth is that our hearts are not permanently one type of soil. With God’s grace, they can change. A hardened
heart can be softened through repentance. Rocky ground can become deeper through prayer and perseverance. Thorny soil
can be cleared by simplifying our lives and placing God first. Jesus leaves each of us with some profound questions: What
kind of soil am I? How do I respond to His Word? What can I do to become good soil?

The first part of our Eucharistic celebration itself is the Liturgy of the Word of God. Let us listen attentively as God speaks
to us through the Scriptures. Then, during the week, take a few minutes each day to prayerfully read the Bible, preferably
with your family, and strive to live what you have heard. Making God’s Word a regular part of your family prayer and daily
life can transform both your hearts and your homes.

May we become the rich soil in which God’s Word takes deep root and produces an abundant harvest of faith, hope, and
love.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI
Pastor

Rosary Intention: “For the married couples, that thelr love and commitment to each other be strengthened daily.”

Parish Mission Statement We, the family of St. Bernard and Ascension, united through Baptism, redeemed by
Christs’ death and resurrection, and strengthened by his Word and Eucharist, are called to follow him by nurturing a rich

sacramental and spiritual life, supporting strong Catholic faith formation and fostering fellowship and community.




CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND

ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES

Monday July. 13 No Mass:

Tuesday July. 14 | ASC. | Adoration: 3pm-6pm
ASC. |Confession: 5:45-6:05pm
ASC. |Mass: 6:15pm

Wednesday | July. 15 |ST. B. | Confession: 7:30am
ST. B. | Mass: 8:00am
ST.B | Adoration: 2pm-6pm

Thursday |July. 16 | ST. B. | Mass: 8:00am

Friday July. 17 | ASC. | Mass: 8:00am

Saturday | July. 18 |ST. B. | Adoration: 4:30pm-5:00pm
ST. B. | Confession: 4:30pm-4:50pm
ST. B. | Mass: 5:00pm
ST. B. | Linger Longer

Sunday July. 19 |ASC. |Mass: 8:00am
ST. B. | Adoration:  9:30am-10:00am
ST. B. | Mass: 10:00am
ST. B. | Linger Longer

‘What is going on in our Parishes
and in the Community

We are looking for a Faith Formation Director:
Ascension/St. Bernard are currently looking for someone
to take over the Faith Formation Program! If anyone is
interested in learning more about the position please con-
tact Virginia at 952-467-3351 or email busad-
min@ascensionnya.org.

The Parish Office Schedules for this week are:
Monday and Wednesday-Ascension
Tuesday— St. Bernard.

Pilgrimage to Beatification of Archbishop Fulton
Sheen Sept. 21-25, Peoria, IL and St. Louis, MO
Join Catholic faithful from around the Archdiocese in a
pilgrimage to the Beatification of one of the nation’s
most preeminent archbishops, Fulton J. Sheen. Pilgrim-
age includes a visit to the Fulton J. Sheen Museum, a
tour of the Cathedral of St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception and Archbishop Sheen’s tomb in Peoria, IL,
options for Mass daily, Vespers, a Mass of Thanksgiv-
ing, and time to explore downtown St. Louis. Find more
information at archspm.org/events/pilgrimage-fulton-

sheen.

Church of Ascension

Ascension Weekly Collection Report
Totals as of 06/28/2026

Weekly Operating Budget: $ 3,182.70
Weekly Envelopes/Plate: 4,766.00
Weekly E-Giving: 790.00
Collections Budget YTD: $ 165,500.40
Actual Collection YTD: $ 163,813.98
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD: $ (1,686.42)
Capital Improvement Offering: 50.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: 25.00
Capital Improvement YTD: $ 12,397.00

A B E] Interested in signing up for E-Giving or
HM want to make a one time donation? Scan
here to donate to the Church of the Ascen-
i sion. Thank you for your generosity!

Homebound Ministry is looking for additional volun-
teers to take communion to our Ascension Community
who are home bound. If you are interested in joining
this special ministry please contact Sue Tellers or the
Parish Office.

ﬁ Welcome to the Catholic Church Louis

/| ym Prososki, who was baptized at St. Ber-
"7 nard’s Sunday, June 28th. Congratula-
4 tions to the Prososki Family!

Church of St. Bernard

St. Bernard Stewardship of Treasure
Totals as of 06/28/2026

Weekly Operating Budget: 3,408.33

Weekly Envelopes/Plate 2,276.00

Weekly E-Giving 276.50
Collection Budget YTD: 192,499.99

Actual Collection YTD: 194,010.50
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD 1,510.51
Capital Improvement Offering: 260.00
Capital Improvement E-Giving 71.50
Capital Improvement YTD: 12,231.50
Peter’s Pence Collection 468.00

Retrouvaille Weekend Retreat for Couples
July 31-Aug. 2, Eagan
Retrouvaille (pronounced re-tro-VI) is French for redis-
covery. Through Retrouvaille, a rewarding marriage is
out there for you, despite the pain and struggles you may
be facing right now. This program offers tools needed to
rediscover a loving marriage. Thousands of couples
headed for cold, unloving relationships or divorce have
successfully overcome their marriage problems by at-
tending Retrouvaille. In addition to the initial weekend,
Retrouvaille offers a community of continuing support.

Congratulations to Ben and Abby
Agrimson who were married at
St. Bernard on Saturday June 27th!

Glad Days: We will have the St. Bernard Booth from
Friday-Sunday, July 24,25, & 26. The Ice Cream Sun-
daes and Bake Sale/Garden Produce will be back! We
have 3 ways to offer your support-donate our tastiest
baked goods, work a two hour shift, or come and support
our booth. Our location will be on the west side of the
building (asphalt in from of the mural) that has the bath-
rooms. This event is sponsored by the St. Bernard Catho-
lic United group. The booth benefits our faith formation
program. Contact: Julie Kleindl 952-807-3522 or ju-

For more information go to helpourmarriage.org.

lie.kleindl@gmail.com




Mass Ministry Schedule—July 18th, & 19th

Mass St. Bernard Ascension St. Bernard
ministry Sat. 5:00 pm Sun. 8:00 am Sun. 10:00 am
Sacristan Doris Mielke Brian Willems Patricia Quinn
Servers Elijah MclInnis & Evelynn McInnis Brianna Duenow & Jessica Duenow Luke Allison & Lexy Allison
Reader Judy Glander Colleen Donnay Helen Nicklaus
EMHC Bernie Shambour (H); Monica Kooiman ( C); | Pat Johnson Sarah Foley (H); Victoria Amst ( C);
Mary Meuwissen ( C) Julie Clemensen ( C)
Ushers Andy Kleindl & Ralph Laumann Eugene Dvorak & Tim George Kieran Allison & Brian Vos
Greeters Barbara Knorr Sue Schultz Casey Jones
Homebound | N/A Grp A: Dave & Colleen Donnay
Ministers Grp B: Tim George & Curt Wilson
Mass Times Intentions SACRAMENTS

Monday July 13 No Mass Baptisms: By appointment.
- Marriage Arrangements
Tuesday | July 14 6:15pm |ASC. |Rita & Leo Gestach T The couple should contact the priest as soon as they
. . - become engaged. They must meet with the priest twice
Wednesday | July 15 8:00am \ST. B. ggsggsnef rx;rﬁgrrszgﬁznézefg;ﬁ;m g& before setting a marriage date. These two meetings
need to be completed 6 months before the proposed
Thursday |July 16 8:00am |ST. B. | The living & deceased members of the date.
Daonna Meuleners Family Sacrament of Reconciliation
Friday July 17 8:00am | ASC. | Paul Simons f Ascension: Tues. 5:45pm - 6:05pm
- - — St. Bernard: Wed: 7:30am-7:50am
Saturday |July 18 5:00 pm | ST. B. | Clarissa Wickenhauser T & All Parishioners Saturday: 4:30pm—4:50pm
- at parish hosting the Mass
Sunday | July 19 8:00am | ASC. | Rita & Leo Gestach ff By appointment with Father- Call 952-856-1050
Sund. 1910 ST. B. | Davi Kohrman Communion for Homebound
uncay July 19 10:00 am avid James Ko t Ascension - Sue Tellers......612-247-6881
Readings for the week of July 12, 2026 Bulletin copy is due by St. Bernard - Barb Knorr......952-484-9628
Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14/ Thursdays @ NOON S :
Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 Monday: Is 1:10- for the bulletin call inhointing of the Sick
17/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23/Mt 10:34- two weekends out; P Yy fime.

11:1 Tuesday: Is 7:1-9/Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6,
7-8/Mt 11:20-24 Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-
16/Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 14-15/Mt 11:25-27
Thursday: Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ps 102:13-
14ab and 15, 16-18, 19-21/Mt 11:28-30 Fri-
day: Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Is 38:10, 12abcd,
16/Mt 12:1-8 Saturday: Mi 2:1-5/Ps 10:1-2,
3-4, 7-8, 14/Mt 12:14-21 Next Sunday: Wis
12:13, 16-19/Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16/Rom
8:26-27/Mt 13:24-43

. ]

St. Bernard copy must be emailed to:
bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org and
pquinn55322@hotmail.com
Ascension copy must be emailed to:
busadmin@ascensionnya.org.
All inserts and weekend Mass an-
nouncements can be emailed or
brought to the Parish office at St.
Bernard or Ascension.

These are due Thursday of
the weekend needed.

Eucharistic Adoration
Ascension
Every Tuesday
3:00 pm until 6:00 pm

St. Bernard
Every Wednesday
2:00 until 6:00 pm

EUCHARISTIC

" ADORATION -

July 12, 2026
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

7= Sometimes I feel capable of absorbing almost anything except God’s Word. My mind soaks up song lyrics, sports triv-

ia, and endless online content. But what was the reading at Mass this morning? I struggle to recall. That realization
discourages me, and it leads to an uncomfortable question. What is my heart really for? Is it shaped for constant infor-

mation and distraction, or is it truly designed for God? Am I capable of deeply receiving His Word?

Jesus speaks directly to this today with a simple image. “The seed sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and
understands it.” By comparing the Word of the Kingdom to a seed, Jesus reveals something hopeful about us. The human heart is
made for that seed. Soil and seed belong together. No matter how compacted, rocky, or overgrown the ground has become, the

Sower never stops sowing.

God loves our hearts. He sees them as a farmer sees his fields, full of potential. Human hearts can indeed “understand
the Word.” Understanding does not mean mastering information. It means letting the Word sink in, interacting with it, and giving
it a home. It means trusting that, beneath the surface, God is at work in quiet and hidden ways.

When we allow the Holy Spirit to loosen the soil of our hearts through prayer, repentance, and simplicity, the same Word that cre-
ated the universe begins to bear fruit in us, 30, 60, even a hundredfold.
Lord Jesus, Sower of life, soften the soil of my heart. Let Your Word take root in me again, and bring forth the fruit You desire.

Amen. — Father John Muir ©LP1
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