
Parish Office Hours: 
Mon., Wed., & Fri. 10am—2pm 
Office Phone:  952-467-3351 
Business Administrator: 
Virginia Hanson ...952-777-0110 
  busadmin@ascensionnya.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator: 
Sarah Smith....952-777-0111 
 bookkeeper@ascensionnya.org 

 
Tues 10am-2pm & Fri. 9am—3pm 
Office Phone:  952-466-2031 
Business Administrator: 
Virginia Hanson .....952-856-1051 
  busadmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator: 
Sarah Smith....952-856-1052 
 bookkeeper@st-bernard-cologne.org 

Second Sunday In Advent – December 06 & 07, 2025 

ST. BERNARD 
CHURCH  

212 Church Street E.  
Cologne, MN. 55322 

PASTOR 
 

Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI 
 

OFFICE ………..952-856-1050 
frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org 

CHURCH OF  
THE ASCENSION 

323 Reform St. N. 
NYA, MN. 55368 

           Parish Mission Statement          We, the family of St. Bernard and Ascension, united through Baptism, redeemed by 
Christs’ death and resurrection, and strengthened by his Word and Eucharist, are called to follow him by nurturing a rich 
sacramental and spiritual life, supporting strong Catholic faith formation and fostering fellowship and community. 

Website: www.ascensionstbernardparishes.org 

                                              Make Our Hearts Ready For Christ 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

Advent is a season of longing, waiting, and preparing. Last Sunday, we began by lifting our eyes toward 
Christ’s final coming in glory. Today, on this Second Sunday of Advent, the Church brings us closer to the 
ground, to the desert, where John the Baptist cries out, “Prepare the way of the Lord!” His voice is urgent, 
uncompromising, and deeply needed. 

 

Isaiah speaks of a “shoot from the stump of Jesse”, a small, unexpected sign of life springing from what seemed dead (Isaiah 
11:1-10). God’s renewal often begins this way: quietly, unexpectedly, in places we thought were beyond hope. Our world 
knows many “stumps”: broken relationships, divided communities, wounded hearts, weakened trust. But Isaiah reminds us 
that with God, even a stump can grow again; even a desert can bloom. 
 

John the Baptist, the final prophet, preparing the way for Emmanuel, proclaims a message of conversion (Matthew 3:1-12). 
He exposes pride, self-righteousness, and complacency, calling us to real repentance --- a reorientation of the heart. To re-
pent is to turn away from whatever drains life and to turn toward the One who gives it. 
 

John the Baptist urges us to bear good fruit - visible signs of God’s grace in the way we speak, forgive, give, serve, and love. 
Preparing for Christ’s coming means nurturing a desire for eternal life, trusting in God’s grace, and living lives that reflect 
true repentance.  
 

How do we prepare our hearts for Christ today? 
• Through reconciliation—healing strained relationships. 
• Through compassion—choosing kindness in a judgmental world. 
• Through prayer—making room for silence where Christ can speak. 
• Through justice—caring for the poor, the lonely, the forgotten. 
• Through hope—believing God is still at work, even in the “stumps.” 
 

Advent invites us to ask: What paths in my life need straightening? What habits need pruning? What resentments need re-
leasing? What sins need confessing? It is a privileged time to return to God and one another.  
 

Our Advent Reconciliation Service will be held on Wednesday, December 10th at 6:30 p.m. at St. Bernard, for both 
parishes. All are welcome to receive God’s mercy and forgiveness through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 

May this Advent be a time of deep renewal for each of us - a time when the small shoot of grace grows again in our hearts, 
and Christ straightens what has become crooked and heals what has been wounded. 
 

On December 8th, we also celebrate the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Patronal Feast of our 
country and a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass will be 8:00am at Ascension; and 6:15pm at St. Bernard. May Mary’s inter-
cession help us to be faithful disciples and to say “yes” to God’s will, as she did. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI 
Pastor 
 

Rosary Intention: ‘For Peace in our world, in our homes and families.’                                 

Fr.Abraham 



 

St. Bernard Stewardship of Treasure  
Budget for week                                                           3,208.20 

Contributions 11-19 through 11-25-2025                 2,358.00  
Total Actual Collection YTD                                     68,194.00 
Total Actual Collection Over (Under) Budget            317.01 
Forward in Faith             
Envelope Income                                                                18.00 
Electronic Donations                                                        162.50                  
Forward in Faith Total                                                   180.50  
Forward in Faith YTD                                                 4,553.00 
 
  

 
Interested in signing up for E-Giving or 
want to make a one time donation? Scan 
here to donate to the Church of St. Ber-
nard. Thank you for your generosity! 

Church of Ascension     

Church of St. Bernard                                    

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   
ST. BRARDS’ PARISHES 

Ascension Weekly Collection Report  

    Totals as of  11/23/2025 
 

     Weekly Operating Budget:                            $    3,182.70 
     Weekly Envelopes/Plate:                             1,901.00 
     Weekly E-Giving:                                                 1,420.00 
     Collections Budget YTD:                                $ 66,836.70 
     Actual Collection YTD:                                   $ 64,300.00    
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD:                 $   (2,536.00) 
 

     
     Capital Improvement Offering:                                 80.00    
     Capital Improvement-E-Giving:                                75.00 
     Capital Improvement YTD:                              $   4,235.00 

 
 

Interested in signing up for E-Giving or 
want to make a one time donation? Scan 
here to donate to the Church of the Ascen-
sion. Thank you for your generosity! 

We are once again asking you to prayerfully consider 
donating to our STBAFF sponsorship program. Over 
the years we have raised over $57,000 to support our 
Faith Formation program. These donations help to fill 
the gap in the budget as well as help with the special 
projects we do over the year that gives back to our 
community, like the Blessing Bags that go to Sharing 
& Caring Hands, and the Christmas Bags that are dis-
tributed at Peace Villa. Sponsorship forms can be 
picked up in the back of Church as Ascension and in 
the Narthex at St. Bernard. The youth of our Parishes 
are the future of our Church and so please prayerfully 
considering supporting our program and community.  

What is going on in our Parishes  
and in the Community  

Faith Formation Update:  

The Ascension Decorating Committee is looking for 
help bringing down the Stable and Trees after the 8am 
Mass on December 14th. Please help if you are able!  

Vatican Unveiled-Jan. 10-Feb. 1, Mall of America, 
Bloomington. In celebration of the 175th anniversary 
of the Catholic Church in Minnesota, the Archdiocese 
of Saint Paul and Minneapolis is hosting Vatican Un-
veiled, an exhibit of the largest collection of papal arti-
facts outside of Rome. Father Richard Kunst, a priest 
of the Diocese of Duluth, serves as curator of the ex-
hibit. Father Kunst has a deep knowledge of the items 
and a passion for telling their stories. Find more infor-
mation and purchase tickets at archspm.org/
vaticanunveiled. 

Mass will be at 8am at Ascension and 6:15pm at St. 
Bernard on Monday, December 8th for the Immaculate 
Conception. Please note that this is a Holy Day of Ob-
ligation 

Christmas Flower Donation is now available online 
through E-Giving. Remember to include your In 
Memorial Of! 

We will be having a second collection the weekend of 
December 13 and 14, 2025, for the Retirement Fund 
for Religious. This annual collection helps enable 
many religious communities to meet their pressing re-
tirement needs for the essential care, medicine and dai-
ly needs of thousands of senior women and men reli-
gious. Your contributions also support newer religious 
communities with their retirement planning. We thank 
you for your past generosity and ask that when the that 
you may give generously in gratitude for our religious 
sisters and brothers and religious order priests.  

The St. Bernard Decorating team will be decorating 
the Church on Sunday December, 14th after the 10am 
Mass. If you are able to stay and help especially with 
bringing down the heavy items, it would be greatly 
appreciated!   

Monday 
HDO 

Dec.  8 ASC.  
ST. B.                                                                                                                                                                                        

Mass:                              8:00am 
Mass:                              6:15pm 

Tuesday Dec.  9 ASC. 
ASC. 
ASC. 

Adoration:                  3pm-6pm 
Confession:            5:45-6:05pm 
Mass:                              6:15pm 

Wednesday 
 

Dec.  10 ST. B. 
ST. B. 
ST. B. 

Confession:            7:30-7:50am 
Mass:                              8:00am 
Adoration:        2:00pm-6:00pm                 

Thursday Dec.  11 ST. B. Mass:                              8:00am 

Friday  Dec.  12 ASC. Mass:                              8:00am 
Saturday Dec.  13 ASC. 

ASC. 
Confession:      4:30pm-4:50pm 
Mass:                              5:00pm 

Sunday  Dec.  14 ASC. 
ST. B. 

Mass:                              8:00am 
Mass:                            10:00am 

Our Combined Advent Reconciliation Service will 
be this Wednesday, December 10th at St. Bernard 
starting at 6:30pm.  
 

St. Joseph in Waconia’s Reconciliation Service will 
be on Sunday December 21st from 4:00pm-6:00pm. 



Mass Times Intentions 

Mass Ministry Schedule—December 8th and 14th  

Readings for the week of Dec. 7 2025 
Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 (see 7)/
Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12 Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 
2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 Tuesday: Is 
40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13/Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/Mt 
11:28-30 Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 
12-13ab/Mt 11:11-15 Friday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 
11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 13:18bcde, 19/Lk 1:26-38 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18
-19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 Next Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 
146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 (see Is 35:4)/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as soon as they 
become engaged. They must meet with the priest twice 

before setting a marriage date. These two meetings need 
to be completed 6 months before the proposed date. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Ascension:  Tues. 5:45pm - 6:05pm  
St. Bernard:  Wed: 7:30am-7:50am 

Saturday: 4:30pm—4:50pm  
at parish hosting the Mass 

By appointment with Father- Call 952-856-1050 
 

Communion for Homebound 
Ascension - Sue Tellers…...612-247-6881 
St. Bernard - Barb Knorr…...952-484-9628 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

Monday  Dec.   8    8:00 am ASC For the Unborn 

Monday  Dec.   8    6:15 pm ST. B. Amber Czech † 

Tuesday Dec.   9     6:15 pm ASC. Living & Deceased of the  Donna Meu-
leners family 

Wednesday Dec.   10   8:00 am  ST. B. Merlyn & Margaret Eiden Living & 
Deceased  members of the Eiden  Fam. 

Thursday Dec.   11   8:00 am ST. B. Rebecca Shamla  † 

Friday Dec.  12 8:00am ASC Father Abraham’s Intention 

Saturday Dec.   13  5:00 pm .ASC Anthony and Magdalen Monzell †† 

Sunday Dec.   14   8:00 am ASC. For All Parishioners 

Sunday Dec.  14 10:00 am ST. B. Dennis & Bernice Wickenhauser  †  
And All Parishioners 

Bulletin copy is due by  
Thursdays @ NOON  

for the bulletin   
two weekends out;  

St. Bernard copy must be emailed to:  
bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org and 

pquinn55322@hotmail.com 
Ascension copy must be emailed to:  

busadmin@ascensionnya.org. 
All inserts and weekend Mass announcements 
can be emailed or  brought to the Parish office at 

St. Bernard or Ascension. These are due 
Thursday of  

the weekend needed. 

 Eucharistic Adoration  
 Ascension 

Every Tuesday  
3:00 pm until 6:00 pm  

   
 St. Bernard 

Every Wednesday   
2:00 until 6:00 pm 

Mass 
Ministry 

Ascension 
Imma.Con. 8am 

Ascension 
Sun. 8:00am 

St. Bernard 
Sun. 10:00am 

Sacristan Rita Fahey Kathy Kloempken Patricia Quinn 
Servers Jack Lano Brianna Duenow &  

Jessica Duenow 
Emma Panning &  
Isaac Schrupp 

Reader Sue Tellers Cheryl Coyle Rob Wickenhauser 

EMHC Jean Schmitz Steve Lemmer Helen Nicklaus 

Ushers Tom Lano &  
Rick Ulrich 

Justin Buckentin & Tom Lano Dick Arnst &  
Leonard Hoen Jr. 

Greeters Sue Schultz Steve Coyle Judy Glander 
Homebound 
Ministers 

N/A Grp A: Steve Lemmer &  rt Wilson 
Grp B: Rich  Sue Tellers 

N/A 

Ascension 
Sat. 5:00pm 

Sherry Witte 
Jonah Gesinger &  
Alex Urness 
Brian Willems 

Colleen Donnay 

Steve Schrupp &  
Rick Ulrich 
Pat Johnson 
N/A 

St. Bernard 
Imma. Conc. 6:15pm 

Patricia Quinn 
Buckley Jones &  
Dan Worm 
Brenda Jones 

Margaret Wickenhauser 

Dick Arnst &  
Leo Willems 
Casey Jones 
N/A 

Dec. 7, 2025  
Second Sunday of Advent  

 

This week we hear that John the Baptist is out in the wilderness eating “locusts and wild honey” (Mark 1:6). It’s 
not just a strange historical detail. It’s a symbolic expression of a healthy spiritual diet. The path to Christ includes 
both the hard and the beautiful, the gritty and the sweet. We have to learn to gulp the locusts and savor the honey. 
I remember working with a young couple preparing for marriage. They were sincere, but raw — barely beginning to 
discover faith. Part of me wanted to rush them ahead, to fill in all the gaps, to bombard them with scripture and 

church documents. I swallowed that instinct. It was like eating locusts. 
But I also recall them light up as they spoke about each other, about their first child, then their second. And they wanted to 

be close to God. Something innocent and beautiful was unfolding. That was the honey. I knew God was asking me to savor it.  
This Advent, maybe we’re each being invited to accept both locusts and honey. Maybe it’s time to stop avoiding the diffi-

cult parts of faith — prayer that feels dry, the call to repentance, the patience with the troublesome. It’s time to eat some locusts. 
But we also need to notice the small gifts God gives us: a peaceful moment, a good conversation, the joy of serving someone else, 
new life, good intentions of our friends. That’s the honey. Savor it! 

John didn’t avoid either. He took it all in. And so can we. What are your locusts? Your honey? If we let God feed us with 
both, we’ll be ready — really ready — for the coming of Christ.   — Father John Muir     ©LPi 
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