
Parish Office Hours: 
Mon., Wed., & Fri. 10am—2pm 
Office Phone:  952-467-3351 
Business Administrator: 
Virginia Hanson ...952-777-0110 
  busadmin@ascensionnya.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator: 

Virginia Hanson ...952-777-0110 
 busadmin@ascensionnya.org 

 
Tues 10am-2pm & Fri. 9am—2pm 
Office Phone:  952-466-2031 
Business Administrator: 
Virginia Hanson ........952-856-1051 
  busadmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator: 

Virginia Hanson ........952-856-1051 
 busadmin@st-bernard-cologne.org 

  Twenty-First Sunday In Ordinary Time – August 22 & 23, 2026 

ST. Bernard 

Church  

212 Church Street E.  
Cologne, MN. 55322 

Pastor 
 

Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI 
 

Office ………..952-856-1050 

frabraham@st-bernard-cologne.org 

CHURCH OF  

THE ASCENSION 

323 Reform St. N. 
NYA, MN. 55368 

           Parish Mission Statement          We, the family of St. Bernard and Ascension, united through Baptism, redeemed by 
Christs’ death and resurrection, and strengthened by his Word and Eucharist, are called to follow him by nurturing a rich 

sacramental and spiritual life, supporting strong Catholic faith formation and fostering fellowship and community. 

Website: www.ascensionstbernardparishes.org 

Fr.Abraham 

                                       Who Is Jesus in My Life?                      
 
  Dear Sisters and Brother, 
  In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus asks his disciples two important questions. This conversation takes place at  
  Caesarea Philippi, and the location has a definite purpose. Caesarea Philippi was situated about twenty-five  
  miles northeast of the Sea of Galilee. It was predominantly a Gentile territory, surrounded by pagan temples 
  and places dedicated to various gods. 
Against this background, Jesus asks his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” (Mt. 16:13). Jesus wanted to 

know whether his disciples understood who he truly was. The people of his time had various opinions about his identity: 
“Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” Then Jesus makes the question personal 
and asks his disciples: “But who do you say that I am?” Peter responds immediately, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” Peter’s answer is a profound profession of faith. Jesus is pleased with Peter’s answer. He first blesses Peter and then 
declares, “You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church” (Mt. 16:18). Peter’s profession of faith becomes the be-
ginning of his special mission of leadership and service in the Church. 
The same question is addressed to each one of us today: Who is Jesus for me? This question goes beyond simply knowing 
about Jesus. Is Jesus truly the center of our lives? Our answer is revealed not only through our words but also through the way 
we live, serve, love, and care for others. Jesus invites us to know him personally and to recognize who he truly is in our lives. 
This can be nurtured through three important steps. 
The first step is to maintain a relationship with Jesus. We can listen to him through daily prayerful and meditative reading of 
the Bible. We can speak with him through our personal and communal prayers. We can offer ourselves to him on the altar 
whenever we participate in the Holy Mass, and we can grow in his grace through a faithful sacramental life. The second step is 

to surrender our lives to Jesus. We do this by offering ourselves in humble and loving service to others, with the strong con-
viction that Jesus is present in every person we encounter. When we serve others with love, we serve Christ himself. The final 

step is to praise and thank Jesus in every circumstance of our lives. Whether we experience joy or sorrow, success or disap-
pointment, we are called to trust that God never abandons us. With faith, we recognize that his loving hand is always guiding 
us, even when we cannot understand his plan. 
As we journey through life, our understanding of Jesus continues to deepen. In moments of joy, suffering, and uncertainty he 
invites us to place our trust in him and to follow him faithfully. May we have the courage to answer with Peter, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God,” and may our lives bear witness to this faith each day.  
Mission Appeal: This weekend, Brother John Mary and Brother Pio of the Franciscan Brothers of Peace will be visiting 
our parishes to share with us about their mission and ministry. Please join us in warmly welcoming them to our parish commu-
nities. We encourage you to generously support their missionary work and, above all, to keep them in your prayers as they con-
tinue their ministry of serving those in need and sharing the love of Christ. Thank you for your prayers, generosity, and sup-
port. 
Yours in Christ, 
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal CMI                      
Pastor 
Rosary Intention: “For all the priests, past and present, who ministered to us at Ascension and St Bernard” 



 

St. Bernard Stewardship of Treasure  

Totals as of  08/09/2026 
Weekly Operating Budget:                                            3,500.00 
Weekly Envelopes/Plate                                              1,258.00  
Weekly E-Giving            0.00                  
Collection Budget YTD:                 21,000.00 
Actual Collection YTD:                                                1,258.00 
Total  Collected Over (Under) YTD                         (4,183.25) 

Capital Improvement Offering:        155.00           

Capital Improvement E-Giving                                                 0.00 
Capital Improvement YTD:                                        2,026.50 

   

Interested in signing up for E-Giving or 
want to make a one time donation? Scan 
here to donate to the Church of St. Ber-
nard. Thank you for your generosity! 

Church of Ascension     

Church of St. Bernard                                        

CALENDAR FOR  ASCENSION AND   

ST. BERARDS’ PARISHES 
Ascension Weekly Collection Report  

    Totals as of  08/09/2026 

 

     Weekly Operating Budget:                            $     3,211.54 
     Weekly Envelopes/Plate:                               1,410.00 
     Weekly E-Giving:                                                      665.00 
     Collections Budget YTD:                              $     19,269.25 
     Actual Collection YTD:                                $      13,667.00    
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD:                 $     (5,602.24)    
    Capital Improvement Offering:                                445.00    
     Capital Improvement-E-Giving:                                25.00 
     Capital Improvement YTD:                            $     2,002.00 

 
 

 

Interested in signing up for E-Giving or 
want to make a one time donation? Scan 
here to donate to the Church of the Ascen-
sion. Thank you for your generosity! 

What is going on in our Parishes  

and in the Community  

Faith Formation Update:  

The KC Donut Sunday will resume on Sunday Sep-
tember 20th! Starting in October they will resume their 
first Sunday of the month schedule. Come out on Au-
gust 30th to support the Ascension KC’s who will have 
a float in the Stiftungsfest parade!  

Our Joint Parish Picnic will be hosted by St. Ber-
nard on September 19th after the 5:00pm Mass. 
This year it will be held on the St. Bernard 
grounds! As always we are looking for volunteers to 
help. If you are able to assist, please reach out to 
Doris Meilke. Hope to see everyone there!  

Monday Aug.  24  No Mass:  

Tuesday Aug.  25 ASC. 
ASC. 
ASC. 

Adoration:                  3pm-6pm 
Confession:            5:45-6:05pm 
Mass:                              6:15pm 

Wednesday Aug.  26 ST. B. 
ST. B. 
ST. B 

Confession:                    7:30am 
Mass:                              8:00am 
Adoration:                  2pm-6pm 

Thursday Aug.  27 ST. B. Mass:                              8:00am 

Friday  Aug.  28 ASC.  Mass:                             8:00am 

Saturday Aug.  29 ASC. 
ASC.   

Confession:       4:30pm-4:50pm 
Mass:                              5:00pm 

Sunday  Aug.  30 ASC. 
ST. B.        

Stiftungsfest Mass:       9:00am                        
Mass:                            10:00am 

Ascension will be hosting the Stiftungsfest Sunday 
Service this year on August 30th at 9am in the Big 
Musik Tent. Please note that there will be no 8am 
Mass at Ascension. Mass will still be held at 10am 
at St. Bernard and Saturday evening at Ascension.  

Online Book Group: Wisdom the Good Life   
Wednesdays, Sept. 16-Oct. 14, 11:45 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., virtual -Join St. Paul's Monastery for a lunch-
hour five-week book study (online via Zoom) of Wis-
dom: The Good Life: Wisdom Literature and the Rule 
of Benedict by Benedictine scholar Sister Irene Now-
ell, OSB. Drawing from the rich wisdom books of the 
Old Testament alongside the enduring insights of the 
Rule of St. Benedict, Nowell offers a practical and 
deeply spiritual guide for anyone longing to live with 
greater purpose, joy, discernment, and peace. Find 
more information and registration 
at benedictinecenter.secure.retreat.guru/program/book-
group-wisdom-the-good-life.  

WINE in the Vineyard – Sunday, Aug. 30, 4-8 p.m., 
Sovereign Estate Winery, Waconia-Join WINE for 
the 5th Annual WINE in the Vineyard—an enchanting 
evening of elegance, faith, music, and joy for men and 
women at beautiful Sovereign Estate Winery in Waco-
nia. The evening begins with Mass in the vineyard at 4 
p.m., celebrated by Archbishop Hebda, followed by 
fabulous food expertly paired with Sovereign Estate 
wines. Enjoy an inspiring concert by acclaimed Catho-
lic singer-songwriter Marie Miller. Find more infor-
mation and registration at catholicvineyard.com/event/
wine-in-the-vineyard-aug-30-2026.  

Scan the QR Code to register today for 
the 2026-27 Faith Formation year! 
Mark your calendars for our opening 
Mass on Wednesday, September 9th at 
St. Bernard.  

We are pleased to share that all registered Parish-
ioners from St. Bernard and Ascension receive free 
tuition this year! 

LIVE THE LITURGY -  
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK      

 

“Who do you say that I am?” Jesus asks his apostles. 
Peter is the first to answer. He knows who Jesus is. Do 
we? In everything we do and everything we are, let us 
say together with Peter: “You are the Christ, the Son 
of the Living God.”                                                       ©LPi 



Mass Times Intentions 

Mass Ministry Schedule—August 29th, & 30th             

SACRAMENTS 
 

Baptisms: By appointment. 
 

Marriage Arrangements 
   The couple should contact the priest as soon as they 

become engaged. They must meet with the priest twice 
before setting a marriage date. These two meetings 
need to be completed 6 months before the proposed 

date. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Ascension:  Tues. 5:45pm - 6:05pm  
St. Bernard:  Wed: 7:30am-7:50am 

Saturday: 4:30pm—4:50pm  
at parish hosting the Mass 

By appointment with Father- Call 952-856-1050 
 

Communion for Homebound 
Ascension - Sue Tellers…...612-247-6881 
St. Bernard - Barb Knorr…...952-484-9628 

 

  Anointing of the Sick 
   Call the parish office at any time. 

Monday  Aug.   24  No Mass 

Tuesday Aug.  25  6:15 pm ASC.  For All Parishioners  

Wednesday Aug.  26  8:00 am  ST. B.  Merlyn & Margaret Eiden & Living & 
Deceased members of the Eiden Family 

Thursday Aug.  27  8:00 am ST. B. The Family of R & M Wickenhauser 

Friday Aug.28 8:00am   ASC.  Norm Willems † 

Saturday Aug.  29  5:00 pm ASC.  Robert Vanderlinde † 

Sunday Aug.  30  9:00 am ASC. The Family of Donna Meuleners  

Sunday Aug,.30 10:00 am ST. B. Duane Wickenhauser  † & All Parishioners 

Readings for the week of Aug. 23, 2026 

Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-2a, 2b-3, 6 
and 8/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20 Mon-
day: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 
17-18/Jn 1:45-51 Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-
3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13/Mt 23:23-
26 Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 
128:1-2, 4-5/Mt 23:27-32 Thursday: 1 
Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mt 24:42-
51 Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 
10-11/Mt 25:1-13 Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-
31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21/Mk 6:17-29 
Next Sunday: Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-
6, 8-9/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27  

Bulletin copy is due by  
Thursdays @ NOON  

for the bulletin   
two weekends out;  

St. Bernard copy must be 
emailed to:  

bulletin@st-bernard-cologne.org 
and pquinn55322@hotmail.com 
Ascension copy must be emailed 

to:  
busadmin@ascensionnya.org. 

All inserts and weekend Mass 
announcements can be emailed 
or  brought to the Parish office at 

St. Bernard or Ascension. 
 These are due Thursday of  

the weekend needed. 

 Eucharistic Adoration  
 Ascension 

Every Tuesday  
3:00 pm until 6:00 pm  

   
 St. Bernard 

Every Wednesday   
2:00 until 6:00 pm 

Mass 
ministry 

 Ascension 
 Sat. 5:00 pm  

Ascension 
Sun. 9:00 am 

St. Bernard 
Sun.  10:00 am  

Sacristan Sherry Witte Kathy Kloempken Pam Kunkel 

Servers Johan Gesinger & Jeremy Gesinger Volunteers Buckley Jones & Daniel Worm 

Reader Julie Gesinger Jean Schmitz Brenda Jones 

EMHC Pat Johnson Volunteers (3) Meghan Stusynski 

Ushers Steve Schrupp & Rick Ulrich Paul Lano Volunteers (3) Dick Arnst & Tom Dahl  

Greeters Sue Schultz Volunteers ( 4)  Casey Jones 

Homebound 
Ministers 

N/A Grp A:  Tim George & Steve Helget 
Grp B:  Dave & Colleen Donnay 

 

August 23, 2026   
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  
The first time I stood inside St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, its majesty overwhelmed me. The sheer 
beauty of Michelangelo’s dome seemed to lift my soul right out of my body. Later, I joined the 
Scavi tour that winds below the basilica, down into the ancient pagan cemetery where Peter was 
buried. There, in the dim light and narrow passageways, I found myself looking at the bones of a 
murdered Jewish fisherman, his feet cut off so his crucified body could be taken down more easily. 

What a paradox. Above me, the most glorious church ever built. Beneath me, the remains of a backwater fisher-
man. But this man dared to answer Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that I am?” And crowning that immense 
dome above his tomb are the words from today’s Gospel, “You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
Church.” 
 Within you and me is the drama of the lowest and the highest. Every time we confess Christ, humbly, im-
perfectly, maybe even trembling, we enter that same mystery. The dust of our humanity, touched by the splendor of 
heaven. God’s presence and our dry bones together. Humility and glory. May our lives embrace both the lowest 
and the highest, like that great basilica, as we profess Jesus.  — Father John Muir     ©LPi 


