It is my pleasure to present our 2025 community service award to Doreen Walter.

Doreen was born in 1935 to Carl and Gertrude Herrmann and raised on a farm near
Gotha. Her family included mom, dad, and three sisters, Marci Engelke, Gerri Trocke
and Mariann Kamps. Doreen was educated at Zion through 8" grade but never
attended high school because of a serious accident in August before her freshman year.

As a young adult she married Vernon ‘Boups’ Walter — they shared 68 years of wedded
bliss until he passed away on January 14", 2025. Their children are Jeff married to

Lynn, Bonnie married to Jim, Connie Kroells, Tom married to Pam, Terry married to Deb,
Gary and Larry. Their family is rounded out by seven grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren with number nine on the way.

Doreen and Boups were fun loving people so some of their favorite ‘F’ words were
probably — family, farming, friends and fishing.

In addition to being an active farm wife she was employed at Gotha Store, Chaska Drug,
Dahlgren Golf Course and at Mackenthun’s bakery.

Here at St. Bernards Doreen was on the church council for six years, has been a greeter
and a sacristan. She has chaired the carnival kitchen crew, fish frys, St. Nick’s dinner and
the mother/daughter banquet.

Doreen was a very dedicated choir member. If memories can be trusted, on one
occasion Doreen was running late and as she hurried toward the church she was
rewarded with a speeding ticket. Now that is dedication!

She has also helped to stitch many quilts for our school and church sales.

And let’s not forget when the convent and rectory needed to be cleaned, painted,
updated and decorated Doreen stepped forward. She cleaned and cooked for Father
Streff, Father Keefe and Father George. She chaired the school cleanings and helped

start our summer garage sales.

Without any further ado we present to you the very deserving Doreen Walter.
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