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All Souls’ Day
 Jow
R ?V ‘; Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I;’r’ #
: A This Sunday, November 2nd, we commemorate All Souls’ Day, a sacred time to remember and honor our

departed loved ones. In a special liturgical celebration, we cherish their memory and give thanks for their
Jay oz love, friendship, goodness, and the rich heritage they have left behind.

The Church teaches us about the Communion of Saints, the unity of all believers: living and departed. This communion
consists of three groups: The first group is those who can properly be called ‘Saints’, that is, those who have died and are
now enjoy the eternal presence of God for all eternity. The second group is those of us still journeying in faith as members
of the Pilgrim Church on earth, striving toward union with God. The third group is those we remember especially today,
the faithful departed who are undergoing purification, preparing to see God face to face. All Souls’ Day focuses on this
third group.

The Church recognizes that, like us, the faithful departed may not have reached perfection and require a time of purification
before entering eternal glory. This process is traditionally called Purgatory. The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC
1032) encourages us to pray for the dead, particularly in union with the Eucharistic Sacrifice. It also recommends almsgiv-
ing, indulgences, and acts of penance offered on their behalf. These prayers and sacrifices help open the souls of the de-
parted more fully to God’s mercy and love.

Jesus reassures us in the Gospel: “This is the will of my Father, that I should not lose anything of what he gave me, but that I
should raise it on the last day.” (John 6:39). These words bring us comfort, lifting the fear and sorrow of death. Though we
may be separated for a time, we remain united in Christ. We believe that death is not the end, but the beginning of a new and
eternal life. In the Eucharistic Prayer, we proclaim: “Lord, for your faithful people, life is changed, not ended.” We hold
firmly to the promise that those who have died in Christ will rise with him in glory.

As we remember our loved ones, we praise God for the many ways they enriched our lives, our families, our communities,
and our faith. We trust that, as we pray for them, they also remember us. The bond of love and faith that united us in life
continues beyond death. Let us also pray for those who have no one to remember them. Through our prayers, penance, and
acts of charity, may all the faithful departed come to enjoy the fullness of life in God’s eternal presence.

The month of November, especially All Soul’s Day, is a traditional time for visiting graves of loved ones and praying for
them, as is the anniversary of death.

“May the souls of all the Faithful Departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.” Amen.

Yours in Christ,
Fr. Abraham Kochupurackal
Pastor

Rosary Intention: ternal Rest for all the Faithful Departed.

Parish Mission Statement We, the family of St. Bernard and Ascension, united through Baptism, redeemed by
Christs’ death and resurrection, and strengthened by his Word and Eucharist, are called to follow him by nurturing a rich sac-

ramental and spiritual life, supporting strong Catholic faith formation and fostering fellowship and community.




- CALENDAR FOR ASCENSION AND
% ST. BERNARDS’ PARISHES
Monday Nov. 3 No Mass:
Tuesday Nov. 4 |ASC. |Adoration: 3pm-6pm
ASC. | Confession: 5:45-6:05pm
ASC. |Mass: 6:15pm
Wednesday | Nov. 5 |ST. B. | Confession: 7:30-7:50am
ST. B. | Mass: 8:00am
ST. B. | Adoration: 2:00pm-6:00pm
Thursday |Nov. 6 |ST. B. | Mass: 8:00am
Friday Nov. 7 |ASC. |Mass: 8:00am
Saturday |Nov. 8 |ASC. |Confession: 4:30pm-4:50pm
ASC. |Mass: 5:00pm
Sunday Nov. 9 |ASC. |Mass: 8:00am
ST. B. | Mass: 10:00am

What is going on in our Parishes
and in the Community

Stewardship Renewal:

Thank you to everyone who completed the Steward-
ship Ministry Form. If you have not already done so,
there are some forms in the pews or back radiators of
Ascension or kiosk at St. Bernard. Please return it by
November 17th in the basket in the back of church.

Our parish will take up the Collection for the
Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA (AMS),
next weekend, a collection approved by the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops to be taken every
three years. The AMS provides pastoral care to Cath-
olic men and women serving in the U.S. Armed Forc-
es, enrolled at a U.S. Military Academy, being treated
as a patient at any of the 153 U.S. Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Centers, or who work for the
federal government beyond U.S. borders - including
those from our own parish and diocese. The AMS
does not receive any funding from the government or
military, and has no parishes from which to receive a
weekly assessment. To learn more about the AMS,
go to www.milarch.org/nationalcollection

Vatican Unveiled: The Archdiocese is hosting an ex-
hibit of the largest collection of papal artifacts outside
of Rome at the Mall of American from January 10th to
February Ist. This 19,000-square-foot exhibit was cu-
rated by Father Richards Kunst from the Diocese of
Duluth and it is the largest collection of papal artifacts
found outside of Vatican City. For more information
and to Join the ticket waitlist go to www.archspm.org/
vaticanunveiled/

Faith Formation Update:

We are happy to report that CUF received $440.
from the coffee sales and $60.60 from the sales at
the Elephant Joe's truck last Sunday. Thanks to
everyone that made our sale successful!

Church of Ascension

Ascension Weekly Collection Report
Totals as of 10/19/2025

Weekly Operating Budget: $ 3,182.70
Weekly Envelopes/Plate: 740.00
Weekly E-Giving: 1,550.00
Collections Budget YTD: 50,923.20
Actual Collection YTD: $ 47,466.00
Total Collected Over (Under) YTD: $ (3,457.20)
Capital Improvement Offering: 50.00
Capital Improvement-E-Giving: 200.00
$ 3,370.00

Capital Improvement YTD:
Ol o]

here to donate to the Church of the Ascen-
¢ sion. Thank you for your generosity!

November is Food Insecurity Awareness Month. The
SW Carver County Food Shelf is grateful for all food
and monetary donations. Suggested items at this time
include: baked beans, salmon, beef gravy, alfredo
sauce, tomato paste, canned whole potatoes, various
canned beans, Ramen noodles (chicken flavored). Do-
nations can be left in the church entry. Thank you.

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Catholic
Services Appeal! We have surpassed our 2025 goal!

Church of St. Bernard

St. Bernard Stewardship of Treasure

Budget for week 3,476.33

Contributions 10-15 through 10-21-2025 2,997.00

Total Actual Collection YTD 52,897.50
Total Actual Collection Over (Under) Budget 1,329.64
Forward in Faith

Envelope Income 9.00
Electronic Donations 100.00
Forward in Faith Total 109.00
Forward in Faith YTD 3,233.00
World Mission Collection 886.00

gsE Interested in signing up for E-Giving or
4+~ want to make a one time donation? Scan

here to donate to the Church of St. Ber-

nard. Thank you for your generosity!

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Catholic
Services Appeal! We have reached our 2025 goal!

We are looking for a few individuals who would be willing
to help go through the St. Bernard School Building and cat-
alog items. Please contact the Parish Office if you are inter-
ested.

Word of Life-“An old Irish proverb says, ‘It is in the shelter of
each other that the people live.” Indeed, we are created to de-
pend upon one another and walk together in suffering. But when
family members or friends approach life’s end, we may not
know how best to ‘shelter’ them. Here are some concrete ways
we can compassionately care for them: usccb.org/end-of-life-
care.” USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities. Caring for
Loved Ones at Life’s End




Mass Ministry Schedule November 08 & 09

Mass Ascension Ascension St. Bernard
Ministry Sat. 5:00 pm Sun. 8:00 am Sun. 10:00 am
Sacristan Sherry Witte Kathy Kloempken Monica Kooiman
Servers Alex Umess & Volunteer Jayden Michels & Kendra Michels Luke Allison & Lexy Allison
Reader Brian Willems Jean Schmitz Helen Nicklaus
EMHC Pat Johnson Curt Wilson Victoria Arnst
Ushers Steve Schrupp & Rick Ulrich Eugene Dvorak & Richard Tellers Bob Symanitz & Brian Vos
Greeters Cathleen Williams Grace Cook Victoria Amst
Homebound | N/A Grp A: Richard & Sue Tellers N/A
Ministers Grp B: Steve Lemmer & Curt Wilson
Mass Times Intentions SACRAMENTS
Monday |Nov. 3 No Mass BaptlsTns: By appointment.
Marriage Arrangements
Tuesday |[Nov. 4 6:15pm | ASC. | Ann Neilson The couple should contact the priest as soon as they
. - become engaged. They must meet with the priest twice
Wednesday | Nov. 5 8:00am | ST.B. | Living & Deceased members of the before setting a marriage date. These two meetings need
Donna Meuleners Family to be completed 6 months before the proposed date
Thursday |Nov. 6 8:00am | ST.B. | Living & Deceased members of the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Donna Meuleners Family Ascension: Tues. 5:45pm - 6:05pm
X - St. Bernard: Wed: 7:30am-7:50am
Friday Nov. 7 8:00am | ASC. | Mass of Reparation Saturday: 4:30pm—4:50pm
Saturday |Nov. 8 5:00 pm | ASC. |Living & Deceased of the Dennis & Bernice _ at parish hosting the Mass
Wickenhauser Family By appointment with Father- Call 952-856-1050
Sunday (Nov. 9 8:00am | ASC. |Jeanne C. Kreger ¥ Communion for Homebound
- - - Ascension - Sue Tellers......612-247-6881
Sunday Nov. 910:00 am | ST.B | Dennis & Bernice Wickenhauser 1 & St. Bernard - Barb Knotrr.. ....952-484-9628
All Paishioners .. )
Anointing of the Sick
Readings for the week of Nov. 2, 2025 Bulletin copy is due by Call the parish office at any time.
Sunday: Wis 3:1-9/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Rom Thursdays @ NOON
5:5-11 or Rom 6:3-9/Jn 6:37-40 Monday: for the bulletin . .
Rom 11:29-36/Ps 69:30-31, 33-34, 36/Lk two weekends out; Eucharistic Adoration
14:12-14  Tuesday: Rom 12:5-16b/Ps | St. Bernard copy must be emailed to: Ascension

131:Ibede, 2, 3/LK 14:15-24 Wednesday: | S hnheniud o oene o and
Rom 13:8-10/Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9/Lk 14:25-33 [ 4 FAE o o ailed o
Thursday: Rom 14:7-12/Ps 27:1bcde, 4, 13- busadmin@ascensionnya.org.

14/Lk 15:1-10 Friday: Rom 15:14-21/Ps 98:1,|] All inserts and weekend Mass an-

Every Tuesday
3:00 pm until 6:00 pm

2-3ab, 3cd-4/Lk 16:1-8 Saturday: Rom 16:3- nouncements can be emailed or St. B d

9, 16, 22-27/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 10-11/Lk 16:9-15 brought to the Payish office at St. Ber- ’ St. bernard

Next Sunday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-| ~ "ardor Asfr"l?j;‘;‘:,'a?;‘;se aredue | o UCHARISTIC Every Wednesday

6, 8-9/1 Cor 3:9¢-11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22 the weekend needed. ADORATION — 2:00pm until 6:00 pm

_ =
November 2, 2025
The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed
e ®¥ [ lost my wallet this year. It was such an annoyance to replace everything in it. A friend, moved by

i J sympathy, gave me a beautiful new one. One month later I lost that one, too, with all my newly re-
iYeJ8IR= . placed cards. No matter what I did, I couldn’t find what I had lost. I resigned myself to never seeing
D@ cither of my wallets again.
* Fortunately, the Lord Jesus is not like me in this regard. In today’s Gospel (John 6:37-40), he
says, “This is the will of the one who sent me, that I should not lose anything of what he gave me.” Jesus, un-
like me, is ever vigilant with what the Father has given him. He searches for every lost soul — as the shepherd
leaves the ninety-nine to pursue the one lost sheep, or the woman rejoices upon recovering a lost coin — and even
descends to the depths of loss on the cross and into the realm of the dead to recover that which seems forever lost.
On All Souls’ Day, as we remember our faithful departed, these words kindle a hope beyond hope in our
hearts. Even the dead are not lost to Jesus, though they may seem so to us. Nothing entrusted to him by the Father
is ever truly lost. So, we may hope that every soul, no matter how wandering or forgotten in life, is secure in his
loving care and destined to be raised on the last day. Of what the Father gives him, he loses nothing.
— Father John Muir ©LPi
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